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Mail Stop Appeal Brief - Patent 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Dear Sir 

Appellant appeals from the decision of the examiner to the Board of Patent 
Appeals and Interferences in the above-identified patent application. Appellant has filed 
this Appeal Brief with the appropriate fee in accordance with 37 CFR § 41.37 and 
§41 .20(b)(2). 

Real Party in Interest 

The real party in interest is Harman Industries International, Incorporated, 
a corporation having a place of business in Northridge, California. 

Related Appeals and Interferences 

The Appellant does not know of any related appeals or interferences. 
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Statue of Claims 

1, Claims 1-24, 26, 28-43, 45, 47-57 are pending in the application. 

2, Claims 1-24, 26, 28-43, 45, 47-57 were finally rejected on Sept. 21 , 2005. 

3, Appellant appeals the decision of the examiner finally rejecting claims 
1-24, 26, 28-43,45, 47-57. 

Status of Amendments 

All amendments have been entered, including the amendment subsequent to the 
September 21 , 2005 final rejection made in a response dated December 21 , 2005. 

Summary of Claimed Subject Matter 

The claims are directed to techniques for communicating data in a peer-to-peer 
network. In one implementation a request from a source device to access a network of 
devices is received. The network of devices includes one set of devices that have been 
authenticated or logged into the network under a particular identifier for those devices. 
The communication techniques determine with which devices the source device is 
authorized to access and communicate. In particular, the source device is allowed to 
communicate with the first set of devices when there is a correspondence between an 
identifier of the source device, and the particular identifier under which the first set of 
devices have been authenticated or logged into the network. In addition, the network 
includes a second set of devices that the source device is not authorized to access. 
Accordingly, an individual may connect to the network (e.g., with a laptop) and access 
other devices (e.g., an audio player) associated to that individual through a consistent 
identifier, while remaining unauthorized to access other devices associated with other 
individuals (e.g., because they have been authenticated under a different identifier). 

Another feature includes searching for items on the first set of devices connected 
to the network and generating a playlist of items that exist on the first set of devices, 
where the items are located on different devices. Other features include attempting 
a second connection between a source device and a target device, via a proxy, if a first 
connection between the source device and target device is unsuccessful. 
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Grounds of Rejection to be Reviewed on Appeal 

1. Whether Claims 1-4, 7, 9-12, 15-16, 18, 22-24, 28-29, 32-35, 37, 40-43, 
47-48, 51-53, and 56-57 are unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) in view of Vilhuber 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,470,453) and Huang (U.S. Patent No. 6,571,245). 

2. Whether Claims 5, 6, 8, 17, 19-21, 26, 30-31, 36, 38-39, 45, 49-50, and 
54-55 are unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Vilhuber and Huang in view of 
London (U.S. Patent No. 6,061 ,734). 

3. Whether Claim 13 is unpatentable under § 103(a) in view of Vilhuber, 
Huang, and Dreke et af. (U.S. Pat No. 6,463,471). 

4. Whether Claim 14 is unpatentable under § 103(a) in view of Vilhuber, 
Huang, Dreke et a/., and Levy (U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2002-0052885). 

The arguments below group the claims as follows: 

Group 1: Claims 1-4, 7, 9-12, 18, 22, 28-29, 32-33, 37, 40-41, 47-48, and 51-52. 
Group 2: Claims 15-16 and 34-35. 
Group 3: Claim 23-24 and 42-43. 
Group 4: Claim 53 and 56-57. 

Group 5: Claim 5, 6, 8, 17, 19-21, 26, 30-31, 36, 38-39, 45, 49-50, and 54-55. 
Group 6: Claim 13. 
Group 7: Claim 14. 

Argument 

An obviousness analysis includes an assessment of the scope and content of the 
prior art. Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 17 (1966). Obviousness is a legal 
conclusion based on underlying factual inquiries. The factual inquiries include: (1) the 
scope and content of the prior art; (2) the level of ordinary skill in the art; (3) the 
differences between the claimed invention and the prior art; and (4) objective evidence 
of nonobviousness. Graham, 383 U.S. at 17-16. A successful assertion that a claim is 
obvious based on a combination of references requires a suggestion or motivation to 
combine the references. WMS Gaming Inc. v. InVI Game Tech,, 184 F.3d 1339, 1355 
(Fed. Cir. 1999). Furthermore, an obviousness rejection requires that the combined 
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prior art references teach or suggest all of the claim limitations. CFMT, Inc. v. Ymldup 
Int'l Corp., 349 F.3d 1333, 1342 (Fed. Cir. 2003). 

1. Rejection of Claims 1-4, 7, 9-12, 15-16, 18, 22-23, 28-29, 32-35, 37, 40- 
41, 47-48, and 51-53, and 56-57 under §1 03(a), 

a. Group 1: Claims 1-4, 7, 9-12, 18, 22, 28-29, 32-33, 37, 40-41, 47- 
48, and 51 -52. The Vilhuber-Huang combination does not teach or 
suggest the claimed data communication system with a first and 
second set of devices, determining that a source device is 
authorized to access a first set of devices based on an identifier, or 
the other features recited in the Group 1 claims. 

Claim 1 is directed to a method for communicating data including receiving a 
request from a source device to access a network of devices. The network of devices 
includes a first set of devices with an associated identifier, and a second set of devices 
that the source device is not authorized to access. The claimed method determines if 
the source device is authorized to access the first set of devices based on the source 
device's identifier. As claimed, the method determines whether the source device is 
authorized to access to the first set of devices based on a correspondence between an 
identifier of the source device and the associated identifier of the first set of devices. 

The Vilhuber-Huang combination is directed to authenticating multiple 
connections to a network server which provides a virtual desktop in a virtual computing 
environment. The Final Office Action has asserted that the Vilhuber-Huang combination 
discloses the features of claim 1 , including determining that the source device is 
authorized to access the first set of devices based on a correspondence between an 
identifier of the source device and an identifier associated with the first set of devices 
[Huang, fig. 13A-B and col. 14, 1. 57- col. 15, 1. 67]. Appellant respectfully disagrees. 

Even assuming motivation to make the Vilhuber-Huang combination, the 
combination does not disclose a network in which a first set of devices uses a first 
identifier which is also associated with a source device, and a second set of devices 
that the source device is not authorized to access. Instead, in the Vilhuber-Huang 
combination, once the user is authorized to access the network access server 104 
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[Huang, Fig. 1], the user has access to the entire network system 108 [Huang, Fig. 1], 
including the network devices 114a-c [Huang, Fig. 1], In addition, the Vilhuber-Huang 
combination requires a password login technique to access the network devices from a 
source device, and does not teach or disclose, as claimed, an identifier associated with 
any of the network devices themselves. 

The Office Action admits that Vilhuber does not suggest or teach determining 
that the source device is authorized to access first set of devices based on a 
correspondence between an identifier of the source device and an identifier associated 
with the first set of devices. Instead, the Office Action alleges that Huang discloses 
determining that the source device is authorized to access a first set of devices based 
on a correspondence between an identifier of the source device and an identifier 
associated with the first set of devices. [Office Action mailed September 21, 2005, at 3], 
Appellant respectfully disagrees. 

Huang is directed to a password login technique for a client-server system to 
allow access to network devices from a source device. Once the source device is 
authenticated to access the network, the source device may access any of the network 
devices. Huang does not disclose how the devices and servers are connected or 
authenticated to the network. In particular, Huang does not disclose or teach 
authorizing a source device to access a first set of devices based on an identifier 
corresponding to an identifier associated with the first set of devices, Huang is silent on 
whether the first set of devices is authenticated or whether the first set of devices even 
has an associated identifier. Thus, a combination of Vilhuber and Huang also fails to 
teach or suggest the claimed subject matter. 

The Office Action suggests that Vilhuber discloses at Col. 9, lines 8-27 a second 
set of devices that the source device is not authorized to access [Id at 2J. However, 
this passage in Vilhuber refers to the source device being authorized to access the 
network of devices, rather than referring to a second set of devices that the source 
device may not access. Neither Vilhuber or Huang or their combination discloses or 
teaches a second set of devices that the source device is not authorized to access. 

Claims 18, 28, 34, 37, and 47 also recite features of a network of devices that 
includes a first set of devices, which a source device is authorized to access, and which 
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have been authenticated or logged in based on an associated identifier, and a second 
set of devices, which the source device is not authorized to access. Accordingly, the 
Vilhuber-Huang combination does not teach or suggest the subject matter of these 
claims either. Appellant therefore respectfully requests the Board to reverse the 
decision of the Examiner rejecting the claims in Group 1 under §1 03(a). 

b. Group 2: Claims 15-16 and 34-35. The Vilhuber-Huang 
combination does not teach or suggest the claimed acts of 
identifying items on a first set of devices and creating a play list of 
the items on the first set of devices, where the playlist includes items 
on different devices. 

Claims 15-16 and 34-35 are directed to a method and a processor readable 
storage device, respectively. The claims recite data communication features including 
determining that a source device is authorized to access a first set of devices based on 
a correspondence between a source device identifier and an identifier associated with 
the first set of devices. The claims identify items on the first set of devices and create a 
playlist of the items that exist on the first set of devices. The claims also recite that the 
playlist includes items on different devices. 

As discussed in section 1a above, the Vilhuber-Huang combination does not 
disclose a network in which a first set of devices uses a first identifier which is also 
associated with a source device for access authorization, and a second set of devices 
that the source device is not authorized to access. In addition, the Office Action does 
not point to any disclosure in the Vilhuber-Huang combination that shows creating a 
playlist, or adding items to a playlist. Instead of a playlist (i.e., a list of playable items 
that may be downloaded or streamed [specification, first paragraph page 8]), the 
asserted Vilhuber-Huang combination discloses authenticating a client-server network 
for a virtual desktop in a computer network. In the Vilhuber-Huang combination, the 
network architecture retrieves a static list of virtual desktop items and presents the list to 
the user after authentication {Huang, col. 4, II. 31-39; col. 6, II. 36-39]. The list identifies 
for the user the accessible applications and files for that user. [Huang, col. 2, II. 51-52; 
col. 3, II. 1-4]. It is respectfully submitted, however, that one of ordinary skill in the art 
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would not consider a generic list of accessible applications, files, and folders to be a 

playlisL 

Accordingly, the asserted Vilhuber-Huang combination does not yield the subject 
matter present in Group 2 claims. Therefore, Appellant respectfully requests the Board 
to reverse the decision of the Examiner rejecting the claims in Group 2 under §1 03(a), 

c. Group 3: Claim 23-24 and 42-43. The asserted Vilhuber*Huang 
combination does not teach or suggest receiving a search request 
from a source device, sending the search request to the first set of 
devices; and receiving search results from the first set of devices, 
and other limitations in the Group 3 claims. 

The claims in Group 3 T Claims 23-24 and 42-43, recite methods for 
communicating data including receiving a search request from a source device, 
authorizing the source device to access a first set of devices based on a 
correspondence between a source device identifier and a first device set identifier, 
sending the search request to the first set of devices; and receiving search results from 
the first set of devices. 

Again, as discussed in section 1a above, the Vilhuber-Huang combination does 
not disclose a network in which a first set of devices uses a first identifier which is also 
associated with a source device for access authorization, and a second set of devices 
that the source device is not authorized to access. 

The Final Office Action also does not point to any disclosure in Vilhuber or Huang 
which addresses receiving a search request from a source device, sending a search 
request to the first set of devices, or receiving search results from the first set of 
devices. Huang discloses a search capability for a source device [Huang, Col. 
10: 15-26], but the Huang- Vilhuber combination does not teach or disclose sending a 
search request to a first set of devices that are authorized for access based on a 
correspondence between an identifier of the source device and the associated identifier 
of the first set of devices, as recited by the claims of Group 3. Neither does the Huang- 
Vilhuber combination teach or disclose receiving search results from a first set of 
devices authorized for access by the source device. Regardless, as explained above, 
the Huang-Vilhuber combination fails to teach or disclose a first set of devices that the 
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source device is authorized to access based on a correspondence between a source 
device identifier and an identifier associate with the first set of devices. 

Accordingly, Appellant respectfully requests withdrawal of the rejection of the 
claims in Group 3 under §1 03(a). 

d. Group 4: Claims 53 and 56-57. The Vilhiber-Huang 
combination does not teach or suggest logging a first device into a 
network of devices using a first user identification, identifying the 
devices that are logged in to the network using the first user 
identification, and allowing the first device to communicate with the 
devices that are logged into the network using the first user 
identification, and not allowing the first device to communicate with 
the devices that are logged Into the network using the second user 
identification recited in the Group 4 claims. 

Claims 53 and 56-57 recite logging a first device into a network of devices using 
a first user identification, identifying the devices that are logged in to the network using 
the first user identification, and allowing the first device to communicate with the devices 
that are logged into the network using the first user identification, and not allowing the 
first device to communicate with the devices that are logged into the network using the 
second user identification. 

The Final Office Action alleges that the Vilhuber-Huang combination discloses 
identifying the devices that are logged into the network using a first user identification, 
and authenticating the first device based on a first identification [Vilhuber, Col. 5:38-45]. 
The Final Office Action also alleges that Vilhuber discloses devices logged into the 
network using second user identifications. The Final Office Action admits that Vilhuber 
does not disclose or teach authorizing the first device to access the devices logged into 
the network using a first identifier. The Final Office Action alleges that Huang discloses 
authorizing a first device to access devices logged into the network using a first user 
identification [Huang, Col. 14:57-15:67]. Appellant respectfully disagrees. 

As discussed above in the section on the claims in Group 1, the Vilhuber-Huang 
combination discloses a network-client architecture, in which devices are connected to a 
server that a source device is authorized to access. However, there is no suggestion 
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that the devices are authenticated based on an identifier when logged into the network, 
let alone based on the same identifier used for the source device. The Vilhuber-Huang 
combination also does not disclose or teach a second set of devices, or a second 
identifier used to log devices into the network. Thus, the Vilhuber-Huang combination 
also does not disclose or teach allowing a first device to communicate with the devices 
that are logged into the network using the first user identification, and not allowing the 
first device to communicate with the devices that are logged into the network using the 
second user identification, as required by claim 53. 

Accordingly, Appellant respectfully requests withdrawal of the rejection of the 
claims in Group 4 under §1 03(a). 

2. Rejection of Group 5 claims: Claims 5, 6, 8, 17, 19-21, 26, 30- 
31, 36, 38-39, 45, 49-50, and 54-55 The Vilhuber-Huang-London combination does 
not teach or suggest receiving a request to search, forwarding the request to 
search from an intermediate entity to a first set of devices, performing searches 
at the first set of devices based on the request to search, attempting to provide 
results from the searches directly to said source device from the first set Of 
devices via direct connections which bypass the intermediate entity, and 
providing the results from the searches to the source device from the first set of 
devices via the intermediate entity if the direct connections cannot be 
established. 

Claims 5, 6, 8, 17, 19-21, 26, 30-31, 36, 38-39, 45, 49-50, and 54-55 stand 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Vilhuber and Huang in view of London. Claims 
5 is directed to receiving, at an intermediate entity, a search request from a source 
device, forwarding the search request to a first set of devices, and performing searches 
at the first set of devices. Claim 5 also recites attempting to provide search results from 
the first set of devices to the source device through direct connections which bypass the 
intermediate entity, and providing the search results to the source device through the 
intermediate entity if a direct connection cannot be made. The Office Action suggests 
that the combination of Vilhuber, Huang, and London discloses an intermediate entity 
that can provide search results to a source device from a first set of devices via the 
intermediate entity if direct connections between the source device and the first set of 
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devices cannot be established [Figs. 6-7 f col. 9, 1. 17- col. 10, 1. 48; col. 1 T I. 12- col. 2, 1 
65]. Assignee respectfully disagrees. 

Even assuming motivation to combine the three references, the Vilhuber-Huang- 
London combination does not disclose: 1) performing searches at the first set of devices, 
2) attempting to provide search results from the first set of devices to the source device 
through direct connections which bypass the intermediate entity, or 3) providing the 
search results to the source device through the intermediate entity if a direct connection 
cannot be made. Instead, the Vilhuber-Huang-London combination discloses 
authenticating a user connection through a peer server included in a client-server network 
server architecture. The Vilhuber-Huang-London combination forwards a request from a 
user E to a resource B after verifying that the user is authorized to access resource B, 
through a peer server and proxy server [London col. 9, 1. 33-col 10, 1. 7]. Connections 
between a user [i.e. source device] on one network must be routed through a proxy 
server to reach a device or resource [i.e., a first set of devices] on a network of other 
devices. Therefore, the Vilhuber-Huang-London combination does not disclose 
attempting to provide search results from the first set of devices to the source device 
through direct connections which bypass the intermediate entity, as claimed, because the 
only connections between the first set of devices and the source device are connections 
through an intermediate entity [the proxy server 606 or 71 1 in London Figs. 6-7]. 
Accordingly, Assignee respectfully requests withdrawal of the rejection. Claims 17, 19 F 
30, 36, 38, 49, and 54 recite corresponding features. Therefore, Assignee respectfully 
requests withdrawal of the rejections for Claims 17, 19, 30, 36, 38, 49, and 54. 

Furthermore, Claim 6 is directed to connecting and authenticating a source 
device in a private network, where the source device has a private address and does 
not have a globally unique address, and where the target device has a globally unique 
address and is inaccessible via the Internet. The features of claim 6 allow devices 
within a device-to-device network to communicate with each other using a private 
address without having to assign a globally unique address, such as a TCP/IP address, 
and when the devices are not connected to the Internet. This eliminates the need for a 
central server to assign globally unique addresses or maintain a database of unique 
device addresses, thereby reducing server burden. 
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On the other hand, the Vilhuber-Huang-London combination discloses 
authenticating a user access to resources on a client-server network with a peer server 
to authenticate the user's connections to resources in the network, which may be 
connected through proxy servers [Figs. 6-7, col. 9, 1. 17- col. 10, 1. 46; col, 1 T I. 12- 
col. 2, 1. 65].. The Vithuber-Huang-London combination does not disclose a source 
device in a private network, or that the source device has a private address and does 
not have a globally unique address, or that the target device has a globally unique 
address and is inaccessible via an Internet. The Vilhuber-Huang-London combihation is 
silent on these features, and does not limit the source or target device address or 
connections ih any way. Accordingly, the Vilhuber-Huang-London combination does: not 
teach or suggest the features of claim 6 T and Assignee respectfully requests withdrawal 
of the rejection of claim 6, 

Claims 8, 20, 31 , 39, 45, 50, and 55 further include the feature of attempting to 
establish a second connection from the target device to the source device; transferring 
an item using the second connection if the attempt to establish the second connection 
was successful; and transferring the item via a proxy if the attempt to establish the 
second connection was not successful. The claimed features allow a second attempt to 
transfer items from a target device to a source device if the first connection attempt id 
unsuccessful, through a second connection attempt. If the second connection attempt 
is Uhsuccessftil, a proxy server is used to transfer the item. The Vilhuber-Huang- 
Loildon combination does not disclose second connection attempts, transferring itenis 
using the second connection if the second connection attempt is successful, or 
transferring an ftem via a proxy if the second connection attempt is not successful, Ih 
fact, tine Vilhuber-Huang-London combination does not address at all what happens 
when there is an unsuccessful connection attempt. Thus, even if the Vilhuber-Hu&n$- 
London combination is made, the combination would not disclose all of the features rh 
claims 8, 31, 39, 45, 50, and 55. Therefore, Assignee respectfully requests withdrawal 
of the rejection of claims 8, 31 , 39, 45, 50, and 55 

Claims 26 and 45 recite a method and a processor readable storage device. 
Claims 26 and 45 recite receiving, from a requesting device, a request to transfer an 
,iterti residing on a target device. Claim 26 also recites attempting to establish a first 
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connection between the requesting device and the target device; transferring the item 
from the target device to the requesting device using the first connection if the attempt 
to establish the first connection was successful; sending a message to the taiget device 
via an intermediate device if the attempt to establish the first connection was not 
successful; receiving an attempt to establish a second connection, between the 
requesting device and the target device via a proxy, if the attempt to establish the first 
connection was not successful; and transferring the item using the second connection if 
the attempt to establish the second connection was successful. 

The Final Office Action suggests that the combination of Vithuber, Huang, and 
London discloses the limitations of the claims in Claims 26 and 45 [Figs. 6-7, col. 9, 
I. 17- col. 10, I. 48; col. 1, 1. 12- col. 2, 1. 65]. However, the Final Office action does not 
at all address the features of claims 26 and 45. While the Final Office action addresses 
certain features of claim 5, claims 26 and 45 include different features, such as 
transferring an item using a second connection if the attempt to establish the second 
connection was successful. 

Even assuming motivation to combine the three references, the Vilhuber-Huang- 
London combination does not disclose: attempting to establish a second connection 
from the target device to the source device; transferring an item using the second 
connection rf the attempt to establish the second connection was successful; and 
transferring the item via a proxy if the attempt to establish the second connection was 
not successful. The claimed features allow a second attempt to transfer items from A 
target device to a source device if the first connection attempt is unsuccessful, through 
a second connection attempt. If the second connection attempt is unsuccessful a proxy 
server is used to transfer the item. 

The VHhuber-Huang-London combination discloses authenticating a user 
connection through a peer server included in a client-server network server architecture. 
The VHhuber-Huang-London combination only discloses forwarding a request from a 
user E to a resource B through a peer server and proxy server [London col. 9, 
I. 3S-col. 10, 1. 7]. The Vilhuber-Huang-London combination does not disclose second 
connection attempts, transferring rtems using the second connection if the second 
connection; attempt is successful, or transferring an item via a proxy if the second 
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connection attempt is not successful In fact, the Vilhuber-Huang-London combination 
does hot address at all what happens when there is an unsuccessful connection 
attempt, as specified in the method of Claim 26 and the processor readable storage 
device of claim 45. 

Therefore, Appellant respectfully requests the Board to reverse the decision of 
the Examiner rejecting claims in Group 5 under §1 03(a). 

3. Rejection of Group 6 claim: Claim 13. The Vilhuber-Huang-Dreke 
combination does not teach or suggest establishing said network of devices 
without using a server 

Claim 13 stands rejected under § 103(a) over Vilhuberand Huang in view of 
Drake etal (U.S. Patent No. 6,463,471). Claim 13 recites an additional step of 
establishing the network of devices without using a server. The Office Action 
suggests the Vilhuber-Huang-Dreke combination discloses establishing a network 
of devices without using a server [Dreke et a/., Fig. 3]. Assignee respectfully 
disagrees. 

The Viltiuber-Huang-Dmke combination discloses a method for authenticating! 
and maintaining a distributed network presence information server, in which the user 
first logs ihto a server where he may obtain a list of peers of interest. Fig. 3 of Dreke &t 
aL actually shbws a step in the process after the user logs into an Internet Presence 
Information Server (IPIS). The user must log into the server before accessing peers 
directly [Drake et a/,. Col. 3, 1. 20- Col. 4, 1. 22]. In other words, the Vilhiber-Huang- 
Drafce.combination, even assuming motivation to make the combination, does not teach 
or suggest eliminating logging into a server before accessing peers in a device network. 
Thus, even if the Vifhuber-Huang-Dreke combination is made, the combination would 
not disclose all of the claimed features. Therefore, Assignee respectfully requests 
withdrawal of the rejection of claim 13. 

4. Rejection of Group 7 claim: Claim 14. The Vilhuber-Huang-Dreke- 
Levy combination does not teach or suggest broadcasting from first, second, dnd 
third devices; listening for other devices by the first, second, and third devices'; 
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and establishing and authenticating connections between the first, second, attd 
third devices. 

Claim 14 stands rejected under § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Viihubef, 
Hu&ng, ahd Omke in view of Levy (U.S. Patent Application Pub, No. 2002/0052885)L 
Claim 14 recites broadcasting from first, second, and third devices; listening for othef 
devices by the first, second, and third devices; and establishing and authenticating 
connections Between the first, second, and third devices. The features of claim 14 allow : 
devices in a device-to-device network to broadcast their presence, and establish a : 
network wfthflut requiring an intermediate server to connect the devices. The Office : 
Action suggests the Vilhuber-Huang-Dreke-Levy combination discloses all the features 
of daifii 1:4 [Office Action mailed September 21 , 2005, at 10]. Assignee respectfully : 
disagrees. 

Thte VShuber-Huang-Dreke-Levy combination discloses a distributed network bf 
devices Using' auxiliary data embedded in files to enhance file sharing systems. The; 
crteto jDOrtion flf Levy [Levy, page 3, paragraph 0033] refers to computers broadcast^ 
their 6verit logs to each other. For example, Levy discloses ( '[i]n distributed systems; ! 
wh£re nocerftfal server is involved, the event logs [of file transfers] can be stored oil 
cortiputerfe in toe file sharing network (or a subset of the computers), and compoisite ; 
event: logfe call be compiled by having the computers broadcast their event logs to e&Sh 
othfer; Edjch Computer, in this approach, could maintain a copy of the event log, which is 
syrrchfonSzed-upon each broadcast operation." [Levy, page 3, paragraph 0033]. Thos, 
the Vilhuber-HUang-Dreke-Levy combination does not teach or suggest establishing ! \ 
and ; authenticating connections based on device-to-device broadcasts. lnstead,The . ' 
Vilhuher-tiuaiiQ-Dreke-Levy combination simply broadcasts log files to various 
conrtpUterfc on the network. Accordingly, Assignee respectfully requests the Examiner to 
witttdfaw ihe Rejection of Claim 14. 

Conclusion 

■ Appellant respectfully submits that the inventions defined in claims 1-24, 26, j 
28-43; 45} 47^57 are patentable in view of any combination of the cited references. ; 
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Appellant therefore requests reversal of all of the pending rejections asserted in the 
Final Office Action. 

Respectfully submitted, 



BRilSlks HOEER GILSON & LIONE 
P.O. feOX 10395 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 
(3l2):321-4200 




Mon M. Wejr 
^'gistration No. 55,722 
Attorney for Appellant 
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Claim Apderidix - Pending claims 1 -24, 26, 28-43, 45, 47-57 \ ■ 

1 . A method for communicating data, comprising the steps of receiving A 
reqjuefet from h source device to access a network of devices, said network of deviceb 
incdidbs afirdtset of devices, which said source device is authorized to access, and: 
whiictl have bjbfen authenticated based on an associated identifier, and a second set bf ; 
devjicjis, whidb said source device is not authorized to access, said first set of d^vteejs 
beiftgjjdistribtited across a global network; ; 

determining that said source device is authorized to access said firSt ^t Of 
deyicSs baiseti on a correspondence between an identifier of said source device and^ 
said issociatki identifier; and 

Responsive to said determining step, allowing communication betwfeen j 
said dburce djfevice and said first set of devices, and not allowing communication . j 
betw^fen saidbource device and said second set of devices. 

■ 2, jfii method according to claim 1 , wherein: ! . 

| baid identifier associated with said source device comprises a first U&erj 

ideWilRcatidn;: i 

Said first set of devices use sard first user identification; and \ ■ : 

feaid second set of devices do not use said first user identification. j 

• '•. • « 

: : 3. A method according to claim 2, further comprising the step of: j 

authenticating said first source device based on said first user j 

identification and a first password, said step of allowing is performed in response to ; ^aid 

step drf authenticating. i 



4. ft method according to claim 1 , wherein said step of allowing 
corflnfunicatidn includes the steps of: 

transmitting a search request to said first set of devices; 
performing searches at said first set of devices based on said search 
reqki€f$t; and \ 

y, providing results from said searches. 
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cori^unicStidri includes the steps of: j 
: ij Iteceiving, at an intermediate entity, and from said source device, a j 
reqjudjst to se&rch; : | 

I {forwarding said request to search from said intermediate entity to said fifet 
set sol! devices; 

performing searches at said first set of devices based on said request to 
seairdh; ! 

••I ; iattempting to provide results from said searches directly to said soutcej 
deVick from s^ld first set of devices via direct connections which bypass said j 
intermediate Ifttity; and . ! 

| jj providing said results from said searches to said source device from s^id 
first s|St of itei ibes via said intermediate entity if said direct connections cannot . j 
established, dslid intermediate entity performs said step of receiving a request to BfcC&Ss 
a nehlvork df devices. I 

; f 

. i 

; | 6. Pi method according to claim 1, wherein said step of allowing 
corMunicatidri includes the steps of: 

I transmitting a search request from said source device to a target dfcvifc6 , 
whlbfif belongs to said first set of devices; I 

: | i^erforming a search at said target device based on said search request; : 
and I ■ 1 ; i 

; t j>roviding results from said search from said target device to said Sfctircfe 
devfce via a connection between said source device and said target device, sartf soujrCe 
devici is ih a private network, said source device has a private address and does noi 
havte L globally unique address, said target device has a globally unique address arjii is 

inaccessible an Internet. ! 

•i « 

7. & method according to claim 1 , wherein said step of allowing ; 
corTtittfcinii^tidjfl includes the steps of: 

jsfensmitting a search request from said source device to a target d^iri^-: 
whi&hf belohgS to said first set of devices; 

? : 17 / | 
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j: ! ■ jfterforming a search at said target device based on said search re^iiesi; 
anqi j 

i ■ | : • jiroviding results from said search from said target device to said sbiirbb; 
devjjb^ via a connection between said source device and said target device, saitf^dtjrce 
dev|b4: is behfHd a firewall. : j ' 

\ I: . i: : ; 

8. fi method according to claim 1, wherein said step of allowing : i 



conjimunicatidM includes the steps of: 



(attempting to establish a first connection from said source device to $ : 



target! idevibej- 



; transferring an item using said first connection if said attempt to e$ybfi£ti 
said-mist cdnd&ction was successful; 

. ^tending a message to said target via an intermediate device if said : 
attdMpt to esMjIish said first connection was not successful; | 
j: :| Attempting to establish a second connection from said target devic&jto j 
said stourc^ dfeVice; I 
tfjansferring said item using said second connection if said attempt 16 ! j . 



est 



contention wSi not successful. 



h said Second connection was successful; and 

transferring said item via a proxy if said attempt to establish said s< 



I 



;9, A method according to claim 1, wherein: j 
, Said step of allowing communication includes transferring items, streatrSfihg 
iterrta j IseatehlHg for items, and viewing a list of items, I 



f j;io. 

i ; ! 

!: J • 

lididi 



jPt method according to claim 1, wherein 
kkid step of allowing communication includes sending a command ftterr 

M 



sai did Jsourice^aevice to one or more devices of said first set of devices. 



I 



11., pi method according to claim 1 , wherein: 



Ii' J: 



iaid step of allowing communication includes sending a command 'itrtofrf . ! 
device to an intermediate server and forwardina said command frbftjl k^i- \ 



sa id id-Sourb© device to an intermediate server and forwarding said command fr&i 
irrtehj^diate d^rver to one or more devices of said first set of devices. 

Si: ; : 



I; 

!! 1 

n 

h i 
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|A method according to claim 1, wherein said step of allowing j 
cortiHHimieatiAii includes the steps of: | 
tyeating a playlist; and j 
jaidding items to said playlist r said items include a first item from a;fi^t | 
devfeiy and ajsjecond item from a second device, said first device and said secdrtd . j 
are nckion a common LAN. 



de 



device! 



device 



and! 



said 

i 

authored 



I 1 



12. 



13. |A method according to claim 1, further comprising the step of: 
[ejstablishing said network of devices without using a server. 



14. \A method according to claim 13, wherein said step of establishing); Hteldtfies 
the^tips of: * ; 
tjroadcasting from a first device; 

jlrktening for other devices, performed by said first device; 
jbjroadcasting from a second device; 

jiiktening for other devices, performed by said second device; 

; i : : ; 

(establishing a connection between said second device and said fir&t 

j ; 

jajuthentrcating said first device and said second device; 

i ; * ' . 

fbiroadcasting from a third device; 

listening for other devices, performed by said third device; 
j&i&tablishing a connection between said second device and said tftiira 



(authenticating said second device and said third device; 
jejstablishing a connection between said third device and said first d£^cb| 



jajuthenticating said first device and said third device. 

I : 

! ! 



115. j4| method for communicating data, comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request from a source device to access a network of 
ork >f devices includes a first set of devices, which said source device 5 !!* 
to ajccess, and which have been authenticated based on an associailli*: 



riLwi 

it 



i I 
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identifier, anc|:6 second set of devices, which said source device is not authoriz&tfijfb 
access; j 

[determining that said source device is authorized to acoess said fiHst 
devicfe basejj on a correspondence between an identifier of said source devicdiStitd 



said! associated identifier; , 
responsive to said determining step, identifying items on said first SiSt a{ 
devibSd; and ' 

responsive to said step of identifying said items, creating a playlist $s£i- 



itemis; 



tin said first set of devices, said playlist includes items on different device^-! 

i . 

i8. id i 



reque 



devibS 



first 



method according to claim 15, wherein: 
skid creating a playlist comprises creating a playlist of items on dif&telft; 
typeset devices. 

17. W method according to claim 15, wherein said step of identifying ildftfis 
includes the steps of: 

I'] ; t , 

receiving a request at an intermediate entity from said a source device 

seated 
set oftJfevicesI; 



^Awarding said request to search from said intermediate entity to 
performing searches at said first set of devices based on said 



it; 



from s& 



intertrfediate 4|}tity; and 



estabfehed. 



identi 




attempting to provide results from said searches directly to said sti^bA 
d first set of devices via direct connections which bypass said 



jjroviding said results from said searches to said source device frbfil! 
jfrof devices via said intermediate entity if said direct connections cannot bl!>; 



to 



M method of communicating data, comprising the steps of: : . ! j 
jk gging a first device into a network of devices using a first user j ; ■ W ■ j: ■ 
,paid network of devices includes devices logged into said network! @K'hg| 



20 
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said'fj^t userji ientification and devices logged in to said network using one or rtfttjfe j 
othefrlifeer identifications, said one or more other user identifications include a Stt&lifti 
useii i} b^ntifi cation ; !. 

identifying said devices that are logged in to said network using saj$jfir&t 
used i ! tentifiG£itJon; and ; | 

responsive to said step of identifying allowing said first device to ' \ [ 
communicate with said devices that are logged into said network using said first lite 
identifications and not allowing said first device to communicate with said devic&ilthalt 



are jcij&ed in 



to said network using said second user identification. 



19. w method according to claim 18, wherein said step of allowing saicjf 
devicjSi to corr hunicate includes the steps of: 

receiving a request at an intermediate entity from a requesting deVfefe^ 
searbjftsaid 1 requesting device is logged into said network using said first user 
idenii|<bation; 

forwarding said request to search from said intermediate entity to 
j that zi 3 logged in to said network using said first user identification; 
performing searches at said devices that are logged in to said ne 
; user identification based on said request; \ j: 

attempting to provide results from said searches directly to said reqtfe^ilji^ 
devicf from si d devices that are logged in to said network using said first user";:;!; 
ation ]fia direct connections which bypass said intermediate entity; and . 
providing said results from said searches to said first device from %S$S 
devibli that sljte logged in to said network using said first user identification via S^Hd- 



devit 



usinjgfs&id first 



identif 



interffediate ^tity if said direct connections cannot be established. 



l&O; H 



device to communicate includes the steps of: 



devii 



saidifirct corlrie 



method according to claim 18, wherein said step of allowing saijlSi 



attempting to establish a first connection from said first device to alfl 



ffansfernng an item using said first connection if said attempt to e^ftfisii 



ction was successful; 
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:i 



febnding a message to said target via an intermediate device if saW;,: 
attempt to eslablish said first connection was not successful, said intermediate 
perfbfms sai^step of receiving a request to access a network; 

j&jttempting to establish a second connection from said target deviate 
said;fjrstdevi|ii; 

| fclfjansferring said item using said second connection if said attempt 16 
establish saicjjiecond connection was successful; and 

i : .; 

transferring said item via a proxy if said attempt to establish said ^tjtotiiJ 
conization w&6 not successful. . ■[' 



21. 

comhfahdfrolii 
said devices 



method according to claim 18, wherein; '\ 
said step of allowing said first device to communicate includes se 

said first device to an intermediate server; and 
forwarding said command from said intermediate server to one or; 
t are logged in to said network using said first user identification, :! 



22, A 
devifcfe to corrilri 



device and a _ 
devicS are not 
said ! 4s1 user identification 



sourte device 
teeh 
basbd on 



have 
is 

assddiated id^Atifier; 



method according to claim 18, wherein said step of allowing said 
unicate includes the steps of creating a playlist; and 
ding items to said playlist, said items include a first item from s£lftij ! 
cond item from a second device, said first device and said secoh^l 
an a common LAN, said second device is logged in to said netwfcrfc 



first 



us! 



23. l^l method of communicating data, comprising the steps of: 

^ 

receiving a search request from a source device; 
identifying a first set of devices, in a network of devices, wherein 
s authorized to access the first set of devices, and the first set oid^Vi 
authenticated based on an associated identifier, and wherein said ii 
a Correspondence between an identifier of said source device and s$i! 



! I. 
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responsive to the identifying step, accessing the a first set of devit^^L 
netvd irk bf devices also includes a second set of devices which said source detfi 
not all 



forwia 



ithorizeaito access; 

lending the search request to said first set of devices; and 
:receiving search results from said first set of devices. 

24. !A method according to claim 23, wherein: 

"Said step of sending includes sending said search request to a sefri 
ding to Said first set of devices; and 

$aid step of receiving search results includes receiving said searcjffli 



reqite 



first cttrtnfectidfe 



at sm feourcd device via direct connections, if direct connections between said jwura 



ievice via direct connections, if direct connections between said 
devibl krid sdrfoi first set of devices, which bypass the server, can be established! 

herein an attempt is made to establish said direct connections; 
^aid step of receiving search results includes receiving said searditljft 
at $£i$l fccKirc^device via said server, if said direct connections cannot be estaoii^f 

26w 'A method for communicating data, comprising the steps of; 
' receiving, from a requesting device, a request to transfer an item 
on a^riget device; 

Attempting to establish a first connection, between said requesting^ 
and target device, in response to said step of receiving; 

transferring said item from said target device to said requesting d|*)|e 
usinfcj s&id first! connection if said attempt to establish said first connection was 

Ending a message to said target device via an intermediate devi 
attemjbtjto est&ilish said first connection was not successful; 

receiving an attempt to establish a second connection, between 
tint} device and said target device via a proxy, if said attempt to establish 



-Hi 



was not successful; and 



i : transferring said item using said second connection if said attemp 
estab $b is^fdilsecond connection was successful 
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BHGL 




said processor readable code for programming one or more prdjfes 



Ik- 



ttrrti a r^ethod comprising the steps of: 

teceiving a request from a source device to access a network of di^ 
said! rtetW&rk jl r devices includes a first set of devices, which said source devic^jiif 
authjcriiea toilccess, and which have been authenticated based on an associ 
idenfti}fidr f :arj^iSi second set of devices, which said source device is not autho 
access; Saidfffst set of devices being distributed across a global network; 

stermining that said source device is authorized to access said 
deviblsj basdSon a correspondence between an identifier of said source devii 
said Js^dci^i; and 



... tffe&ponsive to sard determining step, allowing communication betv^jfiiif 
saidii bjrbe Idilvice and with said first set of devices, and not allowing communi 
between &ai|d||ource device and said second set of devices. 

= 4ne or more processor readable storage devices according to clalii 
whehliH: : ' J 

: ^aid identifier associated with said source device comprises said M 
userl (it4ntific^on; 

raid first set of devices use said first user identification; and 
said second set of devices do not use said first user identification^ ; 

ioi i One or more processor readable storage devices according to 
whelriiH said step of allowing communication includes the steps of: 

; sjiceiving, at an intermediate entity, and from said source device, M;\ 
JeMtt s<bich; 

; forwarding said request to search from said intermediate entity to 



reqdi 
setdfidetos;': 



j£ forming searches at said first set of devices based on said reqllfe l I 



search; 



j I 
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; Attempting to provide rjesults from said searches directly to said s 
devifc £ ffimis^id first set of devices (via direct connections which bypass said 
intermediate ^itity; and 

providing said results from said searches to said source device fh 
first islbt off dfeVices via said intermed ate entity if said direct connections cannot £| 



estab 



targe 



31- i©ne or more processor readable storage devices according to claifl 
wherein said s 



Attempting to establish 



said'first ho\ 



deVice^ 



; [transferring an item using said first connection if said attempt to eS 



ction was successful 
fsbnding a message to 



perfb his [said 
saidsburjbe 
estab 



conif 

32| 
whejnSh: 
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of allowing communication includes the steps of: 



ne or more processo 



wh^t |in iraid^ ep of allowing communication includes the steps of: 



bating a playlist; and 



a first connection from said a source devidi 



I' 



said target device via an intermediate deviii§ 
attest t& establish said first connection was not successful, said intermediate f 
I ! step of receiving a request to access a network; 
jfttempting to establish a second connection from said target deviij|i| 
rtce; rj 
ftansferring said item using said second connection if said attenrrpjjl 

fltecond connection was successful; and !!. 

II 

ia a proxy if said attempt to establish said & 



[transferring said item \ 
not successful. 



ne or more processor readable storage devices according to cl^rj! 



aid step of allowing communication includes sending a command 
said!$ sO^roejitevice to an intermediate server and forwarding said command fnji 
interim tedibtdf Server to one or more c evices of said first set of devices. 

it 



r readable storage devices according to ch 
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Adding items to said playlist said items include a first item from alii 
devik i arjfd & Second item from a second device, said first device and said secdtl 
lion a common LAN. 



devil( 



A ark rid! 



autribhze 



idenii 



accdsb; 



34^ 

readable boi 



izeb toll 



ferje 



devices biasi 



saidh 



ik li 



ne or more processor readable storage devices for storing process 
said processor readable code for programming one or more r ,, 
to pki fiorriii aj ftlisthod comprising the steps of: 

Receiving a request from a source device to access a network of 
said|ljlfetW,billi^ ; devices includes a first set of devices, which said source device] 
ccess, and which have been authenticated based on an associa 1 



jiattdl a second set of devices, which said source device is not authorizl 




seartife; j- ; 



set df d 



Setermining that said source device is authorized to access said ft 
Ion a correspondence between an identifier of said source device! 

I : 

identifier; 

lljissponsive to said determining step, identifying items on said first! 
devfcis; itid '\ 

! i|»5ponsive to said step of identifying said items, creating a playlisijfi 
0n ^aibli) rst set of devices, said playlist includes items on different devicek I. 



items 

351 ; G ne or more processor readable storage devices according to els 
whetiijn: := j : || 

: j|»d creating a playlist comprises creating a playlist of items on dffi 
type^bf dtevie^S. 

i ZqI j jfii ne or more processor readable storage devices according to cli 
wherern s&id Step of identifying items includes the steps of: 

i : ^ceiving a request at an intermediate entity from said a source i 



awarding said request to search from said intermediate entity to ;s 
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reqiiejbt; 



device frdfn ^ d first set of devices via direct connections which bypass said 
interim ietJiat^ elrtity; and 



first jsjrt oi:d^|;es via said intermediate entity if said direct connections cannot kjfj 
id intermediate entity performs said step of receiving a request 



user 



performing searches at said first set of devices based on said sedrpi 
ja tempting to provide results from said searches directly to said so'feei 



noviding said results from said searches to said source device frd 




olj devices. 



he or more processor readable storage devices for storing 
said processor readable code for programming one or more projiji 
thod comprising the steps of: 

ging a first device into a network of devices using a first user 
r1:,$jaid network of devices includes devices logged into said network^ 



Mi 




^fjlpentification and devices logged in to said network using one or i 
ifications, said one or more other user identifications include a 
n; 

( j identifying said devices that are logged in to said network using s^jpi 
lei#ca»on; and ft 
sponsive to said step of identifying, allowing said first device to 

m 

comt^ni^tfetfiirith said devices that are logged into said network using said first p 
iden)[i icatoori at id not allowing said first device to communicate with said device® 

are IjoggSjii HFijEp said network using said second user identification. 

■ i *j* 

. . 3di ; $he or more processor readable storage devices according to cL^... _ 
wheresn of allowinq said first device to communicate includes the sterisl \m 

.r i fill ^ -fv' 

:eiving a request at an intermediate entity from said first device?^ 



mi, 



sea 



devils wk\l 

■J 




•ill". 

illki 



't 



rding said request to search from said intermediate entity to 
logged in to said network using said first user identification; 
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user identification based on said request to search; j*h; 
\ apempting to provide results from said searches directly to said firajt;; 
d devices that are logged in to said network using said first userilji; 
idenitflcdwwl direct connections which bypass said intermediate entity; and !jj:f! 

*bvtding said results from said searches to said first device from si!i 
fjgf logged in to said network using said first user identification via 
ttity if said direct connections cannot be established. 



said 



said !& 



establish 



| performing searches at said devices that are logged in to said n 



:3& 

whe^jni \sjSfc\ 
deviie; 



atteltiik-Wje 



conr^ectititi 



com 
frorrif 
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xm 



4id 



BHGL 



PAGE 31/39 




tie or more processor readable storage devices according to clappj 
6p of allowing said first device to communicate includes the ste] 



tempting to establish a first connection, from said first device to a'ii 




VI 




nsferring an item using said first connection if said attempt to e 
ifction was successful; 

fending a message to said target via an intermediate device if sai 
ilish said first connection was not successful, said intermediate i 
jiving a request to access a network; 
; exempting to establish a second connection from said target devi< 

rice; 

nsferring said item using said second connection if said attemp 
cond connection was successful; and 
nsferring said item via a proxy if said attempt to establish said 
not successful. 



he or more processor readable storage devices according to clap 

id step of allowing said first device to communicate includes sefj 
said first device to an intermediate server and forwarding said cja 
ediate server to one or more of said devices that are logged in 
yiaid first user identification. 



28 




PAGE 32/40 4 RCVD AT S/18/2006 5:18:32 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO«EFXRM/22 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID;3123214299 * DURATION (mnwsj: 



05/18/2086 16:19 



3123214299 



BHGL 



PAGE 32/39 



Ml! 

wher^MW 



device 



litetiitbi 



per ton 



where 'jnl: 



forvte 



at sail 



source 



is bas^prt! 
associated 3c 



\e or more processor readable storage devices according to clangfij 
*p of allowing said first device to communicate includes the step$ 
mating a play 1 1st; and 

iding items to said playlist, said items include a first item from 
:ond item from a second device, said first device and said seco 



m 



En a common LAN, said second device is logged in to said net 
entificatron. 

ie or more processor readable storage devices for storing proc^i 



feaid processor readable code for programming one or more profeJ 



i 



Ithod comprising the steps of: 
ceiving a search request from a source device; 
fentifying a first set of devices, in a network of devices, wherein 
\i authorized to access the first set of devices, and the first set o| 
bnticated based on an associated identifier, and wherein said i< 
rrespondence between an identifier of said source device and 
ifcifier; l : 
bponsive to a identifying step, accessing the first set of devices, 
fees also includes a second set of devices which said source dews 
b access; 

nding the search request to said first set of devices; and 
beiving search results from said first set of devices. 

J4M: ■ ! Mfte or more processor readable storage devices according to dali 



deviclrapji 



Sid step of sending includes sending said search request to a se 
aid first set of devices; and 

Slid step of receiving search results includes receiving said searc 
Sevice via direct connections, if direct connections between said 
I first set of devices, which bypass the server, can be established 
Wherein an attempt is made to establish said direct connections; 
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fid step of receiving search results includes receiving said search'!! 
at saldl • iij-u j^jllevice via said server, if said direct connections cannot be establii 



to per bra!- i 



on a 



and Said 



internet 



said ;he 




attempt! 

request! 
first ct»i|y 

estao is 



PAGE 34/40 * RCVD AT 5/' 




auttttrfejlij 0, s ccess, and which have been authenticated based on an associaei 
identf fe| &fl|t|| t second set of devices, which said source device is not authori, 
accesi^lii||(st set of devices being distributed across a global network, 



fie or more prooessor readable storage devices for storing proi 
said processor readable code for programming one or more p 
Jethod comprising the steps of: 

fceiving, from a requesting device, a request to transfer an rtemsl fjl 
toe; 

empting to establish a first connection, between said requesting 
device, in response to said step of receiving; 

nsferring said item from said target device to said requesting dM 
connection if said attempt to establish said first connection was 

nding a message to said target device via an intermediate devic^ 
lish said first connection was not successful; 

iving an attempt to establish a second connection, between skiif 
ce and said target device via a proxy, if said attempt to establish 
was not successful; and 

nsferring said item using said second connection if said attemp 
ond connection was successful. 



n apparatus for communicating data, comprising: 
communication interface; and 
jjijhe or more processors, in communication with said communicatibi 
[one or more processors perform a method comprising the steps affjij 
iving a request from a source device to access a network of c 6$ 

. j; 

devices includes a first set of devices, which said source device ii 
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said 



devifcB am 



identified 1 



comfih ufl 



set Of 



sea 



i 



device mfe 
intents 



first Set 
estabfetfSC 

a Hi 



comfnjiirft 



I: J 



Stermining that said source device is authorized to access identi ty* 
devices based on a correspondence between an identifier of sai$j| 
associated identifier; and 

sponsive to said determining step, allowing communication b 
rice and said first set of devices, and not allowing communication 
urce device and said second set of devices. 



apparatus according to claim 47, wherein: 
iid identifier associated with said source device comprises a firs 

<jfhid first set of devices use said first user identification; and 
aid second set of devices do not use said first user identification. 






apparatus according to claim 47, wherein said step of allowing 
includes the steps of: 

eiving, at an intermediate entity, and from said source device, 
h; 

rwarding said request to search from Said intermediate entity to 

irforming searches at said first set of devices based on said reqfr 

^tempting to provide results from said searches directly to sard 
first set of devices via direct connections which bypass said 
rty; and 

f oviding said results from said searches to said source device frdl 
es via said intermediate entity if said direct connections cannot > 
intermediate entity performs said step of receiving a request to 
Vices. 



apparatus according to claim 47, wherein said step of allowing 
includes the steps of: 
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aim® 



perform*! 



said &bU 



estapisl 



coni^ebtioi^ 



5-1 s'i i 



said a 
inteitr 



conrtfr u 



intefj 
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Ski 



mi 



tempting to establish a first connection from said a source device 

nsferring an item using said first connection if said attempt to ei 
fction was successful; 

^nding a message to said target device via an intermediate devi 
lish said first connection was not successful, said intermediate fe! 
:ep of receiving a request to access a network; 
empting to establish a second connection from said target dev* 
/ice; 

nsferring said item using said second connection if said attempi 
cond connection was successful; and 

nsferring said item via a proxy if said attempt to establish said $£b 
not successful. 

n apparatus according to claim 47, wherein; 
pi id step of allowing communication includes sending a command; 

vice to an intermediate server and forwarding said command fro 
j j&hver to one or more devices of said first set of devices. 




ft apparatus according to claim 47; wherein said step of allowing 
includes the steps of: 
seating a playlist; and 

tiding items to said playlist, said items include a first item from ap 
cond item from a second device, said first device and said secdjn 
in a common LAN. 

apparatus for communicating data, comprising: 
Communication interface; and 
fie or more processors in communication with said communicatidfrjf 
[one or more processor perform a method comprising the steps djfi 
ging a first device into a network of devices using a first user 
id network of devices includes devices logged into said network 
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said li stj^fe^ i lentification and devices logged in to said network using one or flnlj 
other j'sj[ii& ! tifications, said one or more other user identifications include a s£ 
ion, 

ntifying said devices that are logged in to said network using sit 
n, and 

sponsive to said step of identifying, allowing said first device to 
comrnu meatSIWith said devices that are logged into said network using said firs 
ideritif c^fefi^gnd not allowing said first device to communicate with said device- 



are togg 



first devp 



search; 



devices 



using S 



devite 



said fi 
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devices- 
interrrled 



5$l 

first 'dul & 




tit 1 :* 



8120065 



said network using said second user identification. 

n apparatus according to claim 53, wherein said step of allowingj 
§omrnunicate includes the steps of: 
cefving a request from said first device at an intermediate entity 



rwarding said request to search from said intermediate entity to 
logged in to said network using said first user identification; 
rforming searches at said devices that are logged in to said nel 
user identification based on said request; 
:empting to provide results from said searches directly to said fi^jii 
[id devices that are logged in to said network using said first user 

direct connections which bypass said intermediate entity; and i I 
jroviding said results from said searches to said first device from 
logged in to said network using said first user identification via 
itity if said direct connections cannot be established. 



apparatus according to claim 53, wherein said step of allowing: 
mmunicate includes the steps of: 

empting to establish a first connection from said first device to a 

referring an item using said first connection if said attempt to e: 
ction was successful; 
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Sending a message to said target device via an intermediate devise 
blish said first connection was not successful, said intermediate 
step of receiving a request to access a network; 
:empting to establish a second connection from said target devit^ 
ice; 

ansferring said item using said second connection if said attempi 
second connection was successful; and 
Bnsferring said item via a proxy if said attempt to establish said 
not successful. 



apparatus according to claim 53, wherein: 
id step of allowing said first device to communicate includes se 
said first device to an intermediate server and forwarding said cfc 
iediate server to one or more of said devices that are logged in 
said first user identification. 

n apparatus according to claim 53, wherein said step of allowing 

mmunicate includes the steps of: 
Ireating a playlist; and 

ems to said playlist, said items include a first item from said first 
:em from a second device, said first device and said second dev 
n LAN, said second device is logged in to said network using sal 

ion. 
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ndix 

ellant has not submitted any evidence under 37 CFR §1.130, 1 
lithe Examiner entered any evidence on which the Appellant relief 
Copies of such evidence are submitted. 



35 



8:32 PM [Eastern DayOghtfime] 1 SVR:USPTO*EFXRF-5/22* DN1S:2738300 1 CSID:3123214299 1 DURATION (mi^ss):12 : 20 



Si 



Us 



05/18/2006 16:19 



Relate 



no i 



derails 




PAGE 40/40 * RCVD AT 5/1 8/20D6 5; 



. ] 



3123214299 



BHGL 



Idings Appendix 

iellant does not know of any related appeals or interferences, Tnej 
isions in any such proceedings are submitted. 
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